To: All Presbytery Clerks
Dear All
Two significant areas of public policy reform on which the General Assembly has made a clear
position are currently being considered.
We want to draw your attention to opportunities for ministers, elders and members of the Church to
contribute to the political process and, ask that you circulate this message to members of your
Presbytery, and then subsequently it can be passed to local congregations.
Proposed Assisted Dying for Terminally Ill Adults (Scotland) Bill
A proposal for a Members’ Bill has been introduced into the Scottish Parliament. A consultation is
currently open and will run until 22 December 2021.
In 2014 the General Assembly reaffirmed the Church's position, held for many years, on end of life
care when it agreed the following deliverance: "Continue to oppose any change to the legal position
with regard to assisted suicide because of concerns about the effect any such change would have on
the way society views its weakest and most vulnerable members, whilst recognising that many
individuals and families face difficult decisions at the end of life, and urge the provision of better
resources for palliative care."
You can find details of how to respond to the consultation on the Church website, along with a link
to the 2009 End of Life Issues report which forms the basis for the Church’s current view
https://www.churchofscotland.org.uk/about-us/our-views/end-of-life
Nationality and Borders Bill
This UK Government proposal is currently being considered by the House of Commons at Committee
Stage. Now is the time when we are asking people to contact their MP to express their views in
order to influence the development of legislation.
In 2021 the General Assembly agreed: “Instruct the Faith Impact Forum to call for the development
of safe and legal routes for people desperately seeking sanctuary so that they can travel, live, work
and contribute to our society with respect and dignity,” and: “Urge the UK Government to reverse its
policies regarding migrants crossing the English Channel, the accommodation of asylum seekers in
former army camps or other institutions rather than in the community, and the plans to increase the
deportation of asylum seekers to other countries.” You can read more about our past advocacy on
this issue here https://www.churchofscotland.org.uk/news-and-events/news/2021/articles/churchproposes-alternative-to-uk-government-asylum-reform-plans

Further information on the Bill and resources on how to respond are available on the website of
Scottish Faiths Action for Refugees http://www.sfar.org.uk/get-involved/call-for-change/action-onthe-nationality-and-borders-bill/
Both of these issues relate to the protection of vulnerable groups and upholding respect for human
dignity and human life. The views of the Church are not party-political but which put the teachings of
Jesus Christ at the centre: as healer, reconciler, friend and redeemer. It is our sense that many
Church members will want to be aware of the opportunities to share their opinion and we
encourage everyone to make time in the next few weeks to think about the issues and contribute.
In a time of polarisation in our political debate, we also ask when people share their views they do so
in a manner which reflects God’s glory: that Christians are known as people of grace, love, kindness
and respect, even when we hold strong to our convictions which may not be shared by others.
With every blessing,

